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SOME ADVENT I'-IDV(-INTURCS..

SOME LAFAYETTE CHOIR MEMBERS CAROLING AT

WESTMINSTER OAKS FOR BILLIE JACKSON
BEAUTIFUL CHRISMON TREE DECORATED BY CHRISTY, PENNY, & MATT SHOWING OFF

THE CONGREGATION OUR CHRISMON TREE AFTER CHURCH

SOME EVENING CIRCLE MEMBERS URAPPING
GIFTS FOR SENIORS WITH ADOPTED THROUGH
ELDER ELF PROGRAM

JAZZ ASSISTING WITH POINSETTIA
PLACEMENT

PASTOR CHAE
UJORKING HIS
MAGIC TO GET
THE ANGEL TO
THE TOP OF

OUR TReE UWORSHIP COMMITTEE ASSISTING JAZZ
WITH THE POINSETTIAS

THURSDAY PING PONG FUN!



From the Pastor

Happy New Year!

By God's grace, we welcome another year, 2026. It is a gift and a privilege to continue
this journey together as a family and as a community, united as Lafayette Presbyterian
Church. As a new year begins, a natural question arises: Will this year be a happy one
for everyone?

The word new refers to something that has just come into being—unfamiliar and
untested. New technology, for example, can feel inconvenient or even overwhelming for
some. New ideas in ministry may be unsettling to those who cherish long-held
traditions. Familiarity often brings comfort and ease. Yet we know that we cannot run
today’s world on outdated systems. Just as no computer can function on Windows 95,
we cannot remain spiritually or faithfully stagnant, repeating only what feels
comfortable, without seeking God’s new work among us.

At the same time, the church must never overlook those who feel disoriented by rapid
change. We are called to walk together with patience and compassion, helping one
another navigate a changing world as we move toward the same hope-filled destination
in Christ.

As the door of the New Year opens wide, let us launch the boat together—rowing in the
same rhythm, sharing the same purpose—so that our collective energy may bring glory
to God.

May God bless you in this New Year, that together we may sing with joy and harmony,
bearing faithful witness to God’s grace in all that lies ahead.




Session Highlights December 2025

The meeting was opened and closed with prayer by Moderator Rev. Dr.
Hanlim Chae, as is required by the Book of Order of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)

Doug Pitts was voted out as a member of the Congregational Nominating
committee because of time of service already served. Elder Karen Gunter
was voted in, to replace Doug.

The possibility of an audio/visual system for the church was discussed.
A congregational meeting was called for the fourth Sunday in January (the 25th).

: Sesion Meeting

Your Session Members in 2026 are:
Class of 2026: Karen Gunter, Doug Pitts, Ned Stacey
Class of 2027: Ken Johnson, Paul Munyon, Matt Weinell
Class of 2028: Phil Ferguson, Craig Isom, Denise Vandiver

Your Deacons in 2026 are:
Class of 2026: Diane Dowling, Sandi Herrington, John Kinneer,
Molly Miller, Nancy Telander
Class of 2027: Rita Tucker, Carol Wade
Class of 2028: Aliceann Donaldson, Karen Richards

**Sunday, January 18th during Worship, we will install our newly elected Elders and
Deacons!**

The annual congregational s Vv
meeting is called to hold a
meeting of the corporation, to act
on the election of corporate

>
; | | officers and Trustees, to act on ANNUAL
| E the Pastor’s Terms of Call, to CONGREGATIONAL

review the 2025 Annual Report, M E ETI N G

and to receive the 2026 Budget as
Rhonda Siplin information. The meeting will be Sunday, January 25,
2026, immediately following worship.
By order of the Session,
Phil Ferguson, Clerk

*Please contact the office *




NOVEMBER 2025 FINANCIAL UPDATE

Actual Offerings January-November | Actual Expenses January-November

$242,900.33 $267,192.42

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

2 Corinthians 9:8
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Offerings Expenses

Have you seen the envelope in your box that says it is for Per Capita? Have you

What iS wondered what this is about? Per Capita is how the Presbyterians share equally

and responsibly in the costs of governing the Presbyterian Church (USA). Per

Per %5 ), Capita is the major source of funding for the Presbytery. It is requested from

- every congregation and based on the total active membership of each church.

Capl‘a? This year, the Presbytery has asked for support in the amount of $80.00 per
member.

At its heart, per capita enables ministries that seek to discern God’s call and support the health of the
church in a variety of ways, including:

e Supporting those called into ministry through the ordination process and equipping both
congregations and ministers to discern relationships and calls;

e Developing programs to provide educational and training opportunities, guidance, and
assistance to congregations and leaders to build strong, healthy, energetic congregations to
advance the ministries of Jesus Christ;

Link local congregations with others in the Presbytery;
e Support various missions such as Dogwood Acres and U-Kirk.

Who is the Presbytery? WE are the Presbytery!




MEET and EAT 2026

The next round of Lafayette’s Meet and Eat is starting this month!

Do you like to eat? Do you share a pew during worship with
a new member or someone you would like to learn more

about? Then Meet and Eat groups are the perfect
opportunity to become familiar with your Lafayette family. —

Don't miss this opportunity to enjoy food and fellowship in
a small group atmosphere.

Here is how it works: Groups of 6 or 8 (we keep it small to facilitate conversation) meet once a month for
dinner or lunch. We try to select a different restaurant each month and to choose ones that are not too
noisy. Groups stay together for 4 months, then, the group members are "shuffled" for the next round so
you have the chance to talk with a new group of folks.

There is a lunch group and a dinner group. Based on your preferences and schedules you can join one or
both groups!

It’s never too late to join!!!

If you would like to participate, have any questions or would like more information, contact Christy Stacey.

MEN'S BREAKFAST

The Men of the Church
breakfast will meet on
Saturday, January 11" at 9 AM.
Please let Ken Johnson know if

The January Fellowship Luncheon will
be hosted by the Session, with our Men
of the Church providing their favorite
delicious chili. There will also be baked

you will be attending. Looking
potatoes and salad provided. The

congregation is asked to bring their
delicious desserts to compliment the " 6]

meal. i

forward to seeing you there!




SAVE THE DATE!!

11th Annual Women’s Retreat
Dogwood Acres, Vernon, Florida

S
ol
February 19-22, 2026

Please join us as we celebrate the 11th anniversary of our Women’s Retreat at Dogwood Acres. It's a
lovely spot with comfortable cabins and terrific food. We have added an extra day again this year
because there never seems to be enough time in this beautiful and relaxing place. This is a weekend
of faith, fun and fellowship that we look forward to every year. Anyone attending comes home truly
blessed by the experience. All women of the church are invited to attend and guests are welcome.

The cost is $260 ($265 for the Monroe Lodge), which includes lodging and all meals. If you want to
come on Friday afternoon the cost is $170 ($180 for the Monroe Lodge). To register and pay, please
see Faith Kinneer or Denise Vandiver. Carpooling is available if needed.

Honorary Life Membership Award

PW Celebration of Believers, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Nominations are being sought for the Lafayette Presbyterian Church 2026 Honorary Life Membership in
Presbyterian Women. This award is conferred upon a woman or man in recognition of
faithful service in some area of the church’s work. Moderators, leaders, teachers,
officers, pastors, and missionaries have been among recipients of this honor.

The recipient of an Honorary Life Membership (HLM) in Presbyterian Women receives
an honorary life pin and personalized certificate. Their name is added to the Honorary
Life Membership Plaque in the Narthex.

If you would like to nominate someone for this award, please contact Molly Miller for a Nomination Form.
Nominations are due by January 31%.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

WHAT WHEN TIME PLACE CONTACT
Bible Study & Fellowship Maree Peacock
MORNING CIRCLE Lunch 2nd Tuesday | 10:30 AM Hall
CIRCLE OF . Education Kay Lachat
Bible Stud : .
FRIENDS y 2nd Monday | 6:30 PM Building
: Fellowship Denise Pentecost
EVENING CIRCLE | D0/ Study & ) ot Tuesday | 6:00 PM
Supper Hall

**Circle of Friends will not meet in January. They will resume meeting in February**




What has a bigger impact than a trio of 300-pound linebackers bearing —

down on a quarterback? You! LPC's impact can change lives when we SOUPER BOWL

OF CARING

huddle up to participate in this year’s Souper Bow! of Caring. Now,
more than ever, our community needs our help. The number of families
struggling to put food on their tables continues to grow.

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement across the nation
working together to fight hunger and poverty leading up to the Super
Bowl football game on Sunday, February 8™. Beginning on January 11™ we will be collecting cans
of soup and monetary donations. You will find the giant soup can in the narthex to place your
donations in. To even kick it up a notch this year, our fellowship luncheon falls on Super Bowl
Sunday with our meal being homemade soups. The mission committee will be filling you in with
more details as we get closer to the....SOUPER BOWL OF CARING.

Be devoted to

one another in I_m%

Romans 12:10

2025 - 2026

Ve

&6 PRESBYTERIAN
- ' GIVING CATALOG

Y033

CRAFTS FOR MISSIONS
The Crafts for Missin%ns workshop will Lafayette Presbyterian Church donated
meet January 22™ at 1:30 in the . ..
Christian Education Bldg. $345.00 to the Presbyterian Giving
ALL ARE WELCOME. Catalog through our Christmas Giving
Our continuing focus will switch to the Drive in December. Your generosity

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

Program and the soft knitted hats for resulted in water filters, sapling sets,

Chemo patients for the first part of year. bags of moringa tree seeds, farming
Monthly focus V\g:_lo(;g(?tgge with selected tools, families of chickens, a child's
11 We hope everyone enjoyed the holidays education, and general donations for
and are ready to get back to work immediate need. Many also gave

0 enjoying our projects. We would be
. excited to have new members join us for
projects and fellowship in January. | Thank you for your support. !!!
FELLOWSHIP IS IMPORTANT TO US.

throughout the year, and individually.



SpPl CHRISTIAN
& J EDUCATION

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY at
WESTMINSTER

Westminster Oaks Apartments. Talk with

First & Third Thursday of the Month at 1:30 pm
contacts for location Currently: Acts / Paul and

Gragwing

w ‘ His Missions
r m Contact: Jackie or Cheryl Montgomery, Rita
Tucker or the church main office

The Grace Sunday School class
meets Sunday mornings at 9AM in the
Christian Education building.

We are reading/discussing our new f e
book, “Second Thoughts About Hell: o h[ 1 h ..
Understanding What we Believe.” If )f] 1" HL Please join us
~you are interested in joining, please | d { every
| contact Doug Pitts. 2 ; c H A IR FL Wednesday from
| 1 G

Chair Yoga!!!

0 A H 1pm-2pm for
» i

RIBLY

MVP Certificates for the focus on our
Christian Education studies

throughout the 2025 calendar year For 2026, Pastor Chae is handing
will be awarded at the January out new sheets for the
Luncheon. Come find out who won for Read Bible in a Year” challenge.

each category, and who got the
ALL-STAR Award. These are exciting
times for continuing your education
through the Bible and Jesus' lessons copy emailed/mailed to you.
for our daily living.

There are copies in the Narthex or

contact the office if you would like a



Coffee and a Cookie Book Club

Please join us for book discussions and plenty of fellowship. We meet in
the Church Fellowship Hall on the 3rd Monday of the Month from 1:30 —
2:30 P.M. We are always happy to welcome new members — men and
women. If you want to join us please contact Denise Vandiver for more
details. These are the next books we will be reading.

o Monday, January 19, 2026 ~ A Calamity of Souls by David Baldacci
Set in the tumultuous year of 1968, Jack Lee is a white lawyer from
Freeman County, Virginia, who has never done anything to push back
against racism, until he decides to represent Jerome Washington, a Black
man charged with brutally killing an elderly and wealthy white couple. Desiree DuBose is a Black lawyer from
Chicago who has devoted her life to furthering the causes of justice and equality for everyone. She comes to
Freeman County and enters a fractious and unwieldy partnership with Lee in a legal battle against the best
prosecutor in the Commonwealth. Lee and DuBose could not be more dissimilar. On their own, neither one
can stop the prosecution’s deliberate march towards a guilty verdict and the electric chair. But together, the
pair fight for what once seemed impossible: a chance for a fair trial and true justice.

o Monday, February 16, 2026 ~ Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus

It’s the early 1960s and Chemist Elizabeth Zott’s all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very
unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel-prize nominated grudge-
holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. True chemistry results. But like science, life is
unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the
reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking
(“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her
following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to
cook. She’s daring them to change the status quo.

nCk ock ock

N
DID YOU KNOW? F

BY PHIL FERGUSON NN
/ﬁﬁ{‘ ]

Mount Ararat has long been considered to be the place that Noah’s Ark ‘

landed after the waters of the great flood receded, and it is listed in the e

Bible as the place: “And on the seventeenth day of the seventh month

the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat”. (Genesis 8:4 NIV).

Mount Ararat consists of two peaks in a mountainous area located in the eastern area of
modern day Turkey, near the border of Iran. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers begin in
this area.

The general elevation of the area is about 6,000 feet but the two mountain peaks are
much higher, the smaller one being about 13,000 feet high and the larger one almost
17,000 feet.

Mount Ararat is actually a dormant or extinct volcano whose last activity was in 1840.
The mountain top is permanently covered by snow.
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WEEKLY EVENTS

Sunday Worship Sundays 10:30
Grace Sunday School Sundays 9:00
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesdays 2:30
Wednesdays 5:30
Chancel Choir Wednesdays 7:00
Contemplative Prayer Fridays 2:00
MONTHLY EVENTS
Aktion Club Ist, 3rd Monday  5:30

Thursday Bible Study 1st, 3rd Thursday  1:30

AM
AM
PM
PM
PM
PM

PM
PM
PM
PM
AM
PM
PM
AM
PM
PM

PM
PM
PM
PM
PM

Circle of Friends 2nd Monday 6:30
Committee Meetings 2nd Tuesday 6:30
c alendar Dates Men’s Breakfast 2nd Saturday 9:00
Contemp. Book Club 3rd Monday 1:30
Crafts for Missions  4th Thursday 1:30
Morning Circle 2nd Tuesday 10:30
Session Meeting 3rd Tuesday 6:30
aM Evening Circle Last Tuesday 6:00
SCOUTS (actual times and dates may vary)
Girl Scouts 4023 1st Sunday 2:00
s ° I D Pack 10 Meetings Mondays 6:30
T 10 Meeti Ist,3rd T 7:00
pecial Days Lroop o Mectings 13 Tues 740
Crew 10 3rd Thursday 7:00
Thurs | New Year's Day
Fi 2 Happy Mew Year for Cats Day
Tues 6 Epiphany/Three Kings Day
Fi 9 National Faith Day
National Law Enfotcement Day
Sun I Baptism of the Lord
I:30 AM Fellowship Luncheon
Secret Pal Day
Tues I3 Korean American Day
Wed 14 National Dress Up Your Pet Day
Fi 16 National Religious Freedom Day
Sun I8 World Religion Day
Mon 9 Martin Luther King Day/Civil Rights Day
Tues 20 International Day of Acceptance
Wed 2l National Hugqing Day
Squittel Appreciation Day
World Kiwanis Week
Thurs 22 Answer Your Cats Questions Day
Tues 27 Inernational Holocaust Remembrance Day
Thurs 29 Curmudgeons Day
Sat 3 National Hot Chocolate Day



January 2026
Lafayette Presbyterian

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Dec 28 29 30 31
Grace Sunday School > Evening Circle [}
Worship @
4 5 6 7
| Grace sunday School = i AktionClub @ || Troop10Meeting = Chair Yoga
' Worship [+ ' Pastor's Bible Study2
] Girl Scouts @ [ Pastor's Bible Study
[ choirPractice
1 12 13 14
Grace Sunday School < l Pack 10 Crossover & Morning Circie & Chair Yoga
i Worip ‘ Committee Mestings = ’ Pastor's Bible Stucy2
l #ellawship Luncheon & 'jfmop 10 -Senior Patrol L2 . Pastor’s Bible Study
I Ginscous | choirpracice
| FSU Music
18 19 20 21
| Grace Sunday school = | ContemporaryBook <« | Session Meeting { Chair Yoga
| Worship @ | cubScoutsPack1o @ | Troop10Meeting @ | Pastors ible study2
[ Pastors Bible Study
| ChoirPractice
25 26 27 28
[ Grace sunday School & [ Cub ScoutsPack10 @ | eningcide @ | Chair Yoga
| Worship ® | Pastors Bible Study2
l Deacon’s Meeting & | Pastor’s Bible Study
l Choir Practice

L S 2 R

4 4.8 %

948 9.0

Thursday
Jan 1
8
l Ping Pong D
15
Ping Pong (7}
Thursday Bible Study <>
| crewiomesting @

22
I Ping Pong &
| crafts for Missions -
29
{ Ping Pong @

Friday

23

30

Saturday
3
' Alanon/Alateen Meetin¢e

10
l Men's Breakfast
' Alanon/Alateen Meeting™

17
{ Atanon/tateen Meeting:>

24
| Tatiahassee Classical Schoc
| Alanon/Alateen Meeting?>

31
| Alanon/Alateen Meetin¢>



“We Lift Up In Prayer ...

Joys and Concerns, 12/28/25
A Joy! Faith & John Kinneer’s niece had a healthy

*

baby girl, Noel Reina, on Monday. She weighed 8Ib. ¢

60z. And Mom and baby are doing great!
Continued prayers for Ken Norman’s brother
Ronald. He is very weak and has Afib.

Prayers for Faith Kinneer who will have some tests
on Tuesday, December 30th.

Continued prayers for Graham Hensley the teenager
with head injuries-Rita Tucker’s

Continued prayers for Allan Tucker who goes in for
a follow up appointment this week.

Prayers for Jim Keister who is recovering fro
surgery. Jim is a cousin of Dona & Suzanne Smith.
Prayers for safe travels for our family members
traveling from FL back home to West VA & to
Prague-Don & Suzanne Smith

Continued prayers for Donna Cantley who is
recovering from a broken hip-Don & Suzanne Smith
Prayers for Mike Donaldson and family upon the
passing yesterday of his brother Gary Donaldson.
Prayers for Jessie Munn, the niece of Mike
Donaldson. Jessie has gone into hospice care due to
a cancer diagnosis.

Prayers for Mike Donaldson who isn’t feeling well.
Prayers for Tiffany Chapman, the daughter of Jon
Chapman. Prayers also for Jon and his family.
Continued prayers for Pam Terry’s brother Charlie
Stokes. Also, travel mercies for Pam & John as she
goes to visit him in the hospital.

Prayers for Janet Pitts who has been in TMH this
week but is showing improvement-Doug Pitts

Jovs and Concerns, 12/21/25

Prayers for Graham & Houston Hensley and their
family, after they received serious head injuries in
an accident. The teens are the grandsons of Rita
Tucker’s cousin.

Prayers for Leah LaDuke, the niece of Faith & John
Kinneer. She will be going into the hospital
tomorrow for a c-section.

A Joy! Cesar has accepted a position in Brandon, FL
when he finishes his medical residency in July-Pam
& John Terry

Prayers for Aaron Davis for his long fight with
childhood leukemia. He’s doing well but still a long
way to go-Ned & Christy Stacey

Prayers for Sara Maguire as she struggles with
health issues.

Prayers for the Herrington family who have lost a
loved one unexpectedly.

Continued prayers for our former pianist, Deloise
Lima, who is continuing to have some complications
with her heart. She’s doing okay but will be
searching for more answers for the next month or so.

Jovs and Concerns, 12/14/25
Traveling mercies for all those out of town.

* o
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Travel mercies for Matt Weinell heading home from
Virginia.

Prayers for Dana & Cesar as they fly to Tampa for
Cesar’s job interview-Pam & John Terry

Continued prayers for my brother Charlie. He took a
turn for the worse and is back in the ICU at Tampa
General-Pam Terry

Prayers for Heath Anderson and his family. Heath is
the nephew of Doug & Linda Pitts.

Prayers for Donna Cantley. She is recovering from
broken hip and other complications-Don & Suzanne
Smith

A Joy! Allan Tucker’s surgery went well! He is
doing well and has no real pain at this time.

Joys and Concerns, 12/07/25

Prayers for Pam Terry’s brother, Charles Stokes,
who had surgery on November 29th for a brain
bleed.

Prayers for Allan Tucker who fell this past week and
broke his ankle. He will be having surgery on
Thursday, December 11th.

Travel mercies for Denise Pentecost.

Prayers for Matt Weinell’s friend Mike Deubel who
was injured in a boating accident and is recovering.
Prayers for Lee Peacock’s mother, Jesse, who is in
the hospital with a minor stroke following shoulder
surgery-Maree Peacock

Prayers for the Aycock family. Jane Aycock (a dear
friend of Bonnie Burns) has cancer and just recently
lost her husband Donnie who passed after a long
battle with Alzheimers.

Prayers for Jessica Peterson who is battling multiple
health issues.

A Joy! Nate & Bethel Sallans celebrate their
wedding anniversary on December 8th.

Traveling mercies for Faith Kinneer and her brother
Tim as they travel home.

Remembering all those today on the 84th
anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day.

Continued Prayers

Our Armed Forces around the world

Jordan Askew, grandson of Donna Lou Askew
Angela and Jerry White, daughter and son-in-law of
Donna Lou Askew

Charla Casey’s brother, Howell

Jon Chapman’s daughter, Tiffany

LaVerne Gibson

Anne Hebrock

Jaya Herman

Georgia Latimer

Jeff Mills, friend of Faith Kinneer (heart transplant)
Jackie Montgomery

Christy Stacey’s sister-in-law, Charlotte Lehman
and her brother Earl Keister.

Russell Stovall

Denny Chevillot, friend of the Telander’s

Gail Yates
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LAFAYETTE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

4220 Mahan Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Phone: 850-877-4428
Email: Ipctally@outlook.com

Staff: Hanlim Chae Steven Olson
Pastor Director of Music
Faith Kinneer Maggie Merrell
Office Manager Music Dept. Intern
Denise Vandiver Bryden Reeves
Treasurer Accompanist
EE R SRR R O BN S AR A .
January Ushers
John & Faith Kinneer FountainChutchTallahassee.otg
Kay Lachat facebook.com/IL.PCTallahassee

YouTube: Lafayette Presbyterian Tallahassee

Denise Vandiver '
@lafayettepresbyteriantalla7411

January Birthdays
[Rev. Payne 18 Connie Nehlsen §\\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
"l Karen Gunter 19 Thomas Pentecost AY N
11 Anne L08ue 24 Jean Brinson § are due 22:
14 Georgia Latimer 28 Steven Olson § January 23rd §
§\\\\\\\\X\\\\\§

Remember our church in your will.
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